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                                                                                        Abstract 

This paper explores strategies for enhancing education in small places, emphasizing a holistic and 

community-centric approach. Grounded in the challenges faced by smaller communities, the study focuses 

on intertwining place-based education, small museums, and postpartum support services to create a 

dynamic and culturally relevant educational environment. The research question revolves around 

identifying effective strategies that address the multifaceted needs of students in small places, considering 

the unique socio-cultural contexts and community dynamics. The research objective is to assess the 

feasibility and impact of these strategies in promoting a comprehensive educational experience. The study 

employs a qualitative research method, synthesizing insights from discussions on place-based education, 

museum establishment, postpartum support, and best practices for high-quality education in small places. 

Collaborative efforts among educators, community leaders, and healthcare professionals are emphasized. 

Findings indicate that the integration of place-based education fosters a sense of belonging and cultural 

identity, while small museums serve as valuable educational resources addressing societal issues. Support 

services for postpartum mothers contribute to family well-being, positively influencing children's 

educational engagement. The identified best practices, including real-life learning environments and 

teacher training, further underscore the significance of collaboration and innovation in creating a well-

rounded educational ecosystem in small places. 
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INTRODUCTION 

In small communities, providing high-quality education necessitates innovative and community-

driven approaches. This paper delves into strategies tailored for small places, emphasizing a holistic and 

culturally relevant educational framework. Small communities face distinct challenges, requiring a nuanced 

understanding of their unique socio-cultural fabric. By intertwining three key strategies—place-based 

education, the establishment of small museums, and support services for postpartum mothers—this study 

seeks to redefine educational paradigms for small places. 

The backdrop of this research lies in the recognition that education extends beyond conventional 

boundaries, influencing and influenced by the intricacies of local environments. As small places grapple 

with limited resources and distinct community dynamics, it becomes imperative to explore multifaceted 

strategies that address not only academic aspects but also cultural identity and familial well-being. The 

central research question driving this exploration is: How can a holistic and community-centric approach, 

encompassing place-based education, small museums, and postpartum support services, enhance the quality 

of education in small places? With this question in mind, the research aims to assess the feasibility and 

impact of these strategies, recognizing their potential to transform the educational landscape in smaller 

communities. 

Utilizing a qualitative research method, this study synthesizes insights from discussions on each 

strategy, emphasizing collaborative efforts among educators, community leaders, and healthcare 

professionals. Through an in-depth exploration of these strategies, this research seeks to contribute valuable 

insights into creating a comprehensive educational environment that not only imparts knowledge but also 

nurtures cultural pride, community engagement, and overall well-being in small places. 
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METHOD 

This research employs a qualitative methodology, leveraging a comprehensive literature review to 

explore and synthesize insights into the effectiveness of strategies for enhancing education in small places. 

The qualitative nature of this study allows for an in-depth analysis of existing scholarly works, offering a 

rich and nuanced understanding of the chosen strategies—place-based education, small museums, and 

postpartum support services. 

The literature study will encompass peer-reviewed articles, academic papers, and relevant 

publications, examining the multifaceted aspects of education in small places. Synthesizing findings on the 

challenges and opportunities associated with implementing innovative approaches in small educational 

settings. The qualitative synthesis will involve identifying recurring themes, patterns, and gaps in the 

literature. Comparative analysis will be conducted to draw connections and distinctions between the three 

strategies, facilitating a holistic understanding of their individual and collective impact on education in 

small places.  

Given the nature of a literature study, ethical considerations primarily involve ensuring proper 

citation and acknowledgment of sources. The study adheres to ethical guidelines by providing due credit to 

authors and publications, maintaining academic integrity throughout the literature review process. Through 

this qualitative literature study, the research aims to contribute a synthesized and insightful analysis of the 

chosen strategies, laying the groundwork for understanding their potential transformative effects on 

education in small places. 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

To provide high quality education in small places, it is important to focus on several best practices. 

These include creating a learning environment where students can apply their knowledge in real-life 

situations and interact with their surroundings (Bondu, 2020). Additionally, keeping the curriculum up to 

date according to the latest requirements of the labor market and offering additional classes for students 

interested in specific areas of knowledge can enhance the quality of education (Wac, 2013). It is also crucial 

to have well-trained teachers who use child-centered teaching approaches and skillful assessment to 

facilitate learning and reduce disparities  (Carla, 2018). Furthermore, providing healthy and safe 

environments, gender-sensitive resources and facilities, and relevant curricula and materials can contribute 

to quality education (Parul, 2016). Finally, incorporating innovative approaches, such as somatic-

technological dance, can foster creative trans-disciplinary educational practices (Isabel, 2014). 

The provided text highlights key best practices for providing high-quality education in small places. 

Let's break down and analyze each point: 

Creating a Real-life Learning Environment: 

Positive Aspect: This emphasizes the importance of practical application of knowledge and 

interaction with the surroundings, promoting a more hands-on and experiential learning approach. 

Challenges: Implementing such an environment might require additional resources and infrastructure.  

Updating Curriculum According to Labor Market Requirements: 

Positive Aspect: Keeping the curriculum up-to-date ensures that students are equipped with relevant 

skills and knowledge for the current job market. 

Challenges: Regular updates may demand continuous efforts and resources, and adapting to rapidly 

changing job market needs can be challenging. 
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Offering Additional Classes for Specific Areas of Interest: 

Positive Aspect: Providing extra classes for specialized areas caters to the diverse interests of 

students, potentially preparing them for specific career paths. 

Challenges: Resource constraints and limited availability of qualified instructors may hinder the 

implementation of specialized classes. 

Well-Trained Teachers and Child-Centered Teaching: 

Positive Aspect: Emphasizing well-trained teachers and child-centered teaching approaches 

highlights the importance of personalized and effective learning experiences. 

Challenges: Ensuring all teachers are well-trained may be resource-intensive, and implementing 

child-centered approaches requires a shift in traditional teaching methods. 

Promoting Healthy and Safe Environments, Gender Sensitivity, and Relevant Materials:  

Positive Aspect: Creating a safe and inclusive learning environment is crucial for effective 

education, and gender-sensitive resources contribute to equal opportunities. 

Challenges: Ensuring safety and gender sensitivity may require policy changes, and obtaining 

relevant materials can be resource-dependent. 

Incorporating Innovative Approaches (e.g., Somatic-Technological Dance): 

Positive Aspect: Introducing innovative approaches like somatic-technological dance can enhance 

creativity and interdisciplinary learning. 

Challenges: Implementing innovative practices may face resistance and require additional training 

and resources. 

In conclusion, the best practices mentioned address various aspects of education, ranging from the 

learning environment and curriculum to teacher training and innovative methods. While these practices are 

commendable, their successful implementation depends on overcoming challenges such as resource 

constraints, resistance to change, and the need for continuous updates and training. A holistic and 

collaborative approach involving educators, administrators, and community support is essential to realizing 

these best practices in small educational settings. 

Let's delve deeper into the discussed best practices for providing high-quality education in small places: 

Real-life Learning Environment: 

Advantages: This approach aligns with the idea of experiential learning, where students can apply 

theoretical knowledge to real-world situations. It fosters a deeper understanding and practical skill 

development. 

Implementation Considerations: Small places may face challenges in providing diverse real-world 

experiences due to limited local resources. Collaborations with local businesses or community projects 

could be explored. 

Curriculum Alignment with Labor Market: 

Advantages: An up-to-date curriculum ensures that students are prepared for the current job market, 

enhancing their employability. 

Implementation Considerations: Regular collaboration with local industries, businesses, and experts is 

crucial to identify emerging trends and skills needed in the job market. 

Additional Classes for Specialized Areas: 
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Advantages: Catering to specific interests allows students to explore and develop expertise in areas they 

are passionate about, potentially leading to future career paths. 

Implementation Considerations: Resource allocation and the availability of qualified instructors for 

specialized classes should be carefully managed. Flexibility in scheduling may also be needed. 

Well-Trained Teachers and Child-Centered Teaching: 

Advantages: Well-trained teachers using child-centered approaches contribute to a positive and effective 

learning environment, addressing individual needs. 

Implementation Considerations: Continuous professional development for teachers and a shift in teaching 

methodologies may require ongoing support and investment. 

Promoting Safe and Inclusive Environments: 

Advantages: Safety, inclusivity, and gender sensitivity contribute to a positive learning atmosphere, 

ensuring that all students feel valued and supported. 

Implementation Considerations: Policy changes, teacher training, and community involvement are essential 

to creating an environment that prioritizes safety, inclusivity, and gender sensitivity. 

Innovative Approaches (Somatic-Technological Dance): 

Advantages: Incorporating innovative methods, like somatic-technological dance, can stimulate creativity 

and interdisciplinary learning. 

Implementation Considerations: Introducing such approaches may face resistance, but showcasing their 

benefits and providing adequate training can help in their acceptance. 

In summary, these best practices form a comprehensive framework for enhancing the quality of education 

in small places. Successful implementation requires a strategic and collaborative effort involving educational 

institutions, local communities, businesses, and policymakers. Overcoming challenges, such as resource 

constraints and resistance to change, will be essential for realizing the full potential of these practices and ensuring 

that students in small places receive a well-rounded and relevant education. 

In conclusion, the best practices outlined for providing high-quality education in small places encompass a 

holistic approach that addresses various facets of the educational ecosystem. These practices, including creating 

real-life learning environments, aligning curriculum with labor market needs, offering specialized classes, 

prioritizing well-trained teachers, fostering safe and inclusive environments, and incorporating innovative 

approaches, collectively contribute to an enriched educational experience. 

While these practices offer tremendous potential for educational improvement, their successful 

implementation hinges on overcoming challenges such as limited resources, resistance to change, and the need for 

continuous adaptation. A collaborative effort involving educators, administrators, community stakeholders, and 

policymakers is crucial to navigating these challenges and ensuring the sustained success of these practices. 

In essence, investing in high-quality education in small places is an investment in the future, providing 

students with the tools and skills they need to thrive in an ever-changing world. By embracing these best practices 

and fostering a culture of continuous improvement, small places can create educational environments that empower 

students, foster innovation, and contribute to the overall development of the community. 

The best strategies for providing the best education in small places involve various approaches. One 

approach is to utilize place-based education, which focuses on connecting students to their local environment and 

community (Francis, 2022). This can help students develop a deeper understanding of their surroundings and foster 



Strategies for Holistic Education in Small Places       (Dian Nafiatul Awaliyah) 

 

 

Vol. 1 No. 1 Desember 2023, hal. 90-98   | 94 

publikasiilmiah.unwahas.ac.id 

a sense of belonging. Another strategy is to establish small museums and collections that preserve institutional 

memory and can be used as educational resources (Rika, 2023). These spaces can be utilized to address societal 

issues and provide educational opportunities. Additionally, providing counseling and support for postpartum 

mothers can contribute to improving their understanding of postpartum blues, which can ultimately impact their 

ability to engage in their children's education (Tadeusz, 2016). Overall, a combination of place-based education, 

utilizing local resources, and providing support services can contribute to providing the best education in small 

places. 

The strategies outlined for providing the best education in small places reflect a thoughtful and multifaceted 

approach. Let's analyze each strategy in detail: 

Place-Based Education: 

Advantages: This approach emphasizes connecting students to their local environment and community, 

fostering a sense of place and belonging. It can enhance students' understanding of real-world contexts and make 

learning more relevant and engaging. 

Implementation Considerations: Successful implementation may require community involvement, 

collaboration with local experts, and integration into the curriculum to ensure alignment with educational goals. 

Establishing Small Museums and Collections: 

Advantages: Creating small museums and collections preserves institutional memory and serves as valuable 

educational resources. These spaces can offer hands-on learning experiences, address societal issues, and provide 

opportunities for exploration. 

Implementation Considerations: Securing funding, community support, and curatorial expertise are 

essential for the successful establishment and maintenance of such spaces. Integration with the curriculum can 

enhance their educational impact. 

Counseling and Support for Postpartum Mothers: 

Advantages: Providing counseling and support for postpartum mothers is a holistic strategy that recognizes 

the impact of maternal well-being on children's education. It can positively influence the mother's ability to engage 

in their children's education. 

Implementation Considerations: Collaborating with healthcare professionals, community organizations, 

and educators is crucial for effective implementation. Creating a supportive environment that addresses the specific 

needs of postpartum mothers is essential. 

Combination of Strategies: 

Advantages: The synergy of place-based education, utilization of local resources, and support services 

creates a comprehensive approach. It addresses various aspects of education, from curriculum relevance to 

community engagement and individual well-being. 

Implementation Considerations: Coordination and collaboration among different stakeholders, including 

educators, community members, healthcare professionals, and policymakers, are vital for the successful integration 

of these strategies. 

In conclusion, the combination of these strategies demonstrates a nuanced understanding of the unique 

challenges and opportunities in small places. By intertwining educational approaches with community 

engagement, resource utilization, and support services, these strategies aim to create a well-rounded educational 



Prosiding Seminar Internasional 

 

95 | Fakultas Agama Islam Universitas Wahid Hasyim 

 

environment. The success of these strategies will depend on effective collaboration, community involvement, and 

sustained efforts to address the diverse needs of students and their families in small places. 

The strategies proposed for providing the best education in small places represent a holistic and community-

centered approach to education. Let's discuss the key elements and implications of these strategies:  

Place-Based Education: 

Community Connection: By emphasizing local environments and communities, place-based education 

fosters a deeper connection between students and their surroundings. This can instill a sense of pride and belonging, 

making learning more relevant and meaningful. 

Real-World Relevance: Connecting education to local contexts enhances the real-world relevance of 

lessons, helping students understand the practical applications of their knowledge. 

Establishing Small Museums and Collections: 

Preserving Local Heritage: Small museums and collections play a vital role in preserving local history and 

culture. They provide tangible resources for students to explore and learn from, creating a dynamic learning 

environment. 

Addressing Societal Issues: These spaces can be platforms for addressing societal issues, encouraging 

critical thinking, and promoting community engagement. They serve as educational hubs that extend beyond 

traditional classroom settings. 

Counseling and Support for Postpartum Mothers: 

Holistic Well-Being: Recognizing the impact of maternal well-being on education demonstrates a holistic 

approach to student development. Supporting postpartum mothers not only benefits them individually but can 

positively influence the overall family dynamic and, consequently, children's educational experiences. 

Community Health: Integrating counseling and support services contributes to community health and well-

being, reinforcing the idea that a healthy community is essential for effective education. 

Combination of Strategies: 

Comprehensive Approach: The combination of these strategies recognizes the multifaceted nature of 

education. It integrates place-based education for contextual learning, small museums for tangible resources, and 

support services for the well-being of families. 

Community Collaboration: Implementing this combination of strategies requires collaboration among 

educators, community leaders, healthcare professionals, and other stakeholders. Building strong community 

partnerships is crucial for the success of such a comprehensive approach. 

Implementation Considerations: 

Resource Allocation: Successful implementation hinges on the allocation of resources, including funding, 

expertise, and community support. Collaboration with local organizations and authorities can amplify the impact 

of these strategies. 

Sustainability: Long-term success depends on the sustainability of these initiatives. Ongoing community 

engagement, regular updates to educational practices, and adaptability to changing needs are essential for sustained 

positive outcomes. 

In summary, the discussed strategies offer a blueprint for transforming education in small places by 

embracing local contexts, preserving cultural heritage, prioritizing holistic well-being, and fostering community 

collaboration. By combining these approaches, educators and community leaders can create an educational 
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ecosystem that not only imparts knowledge but also nurtures a sense of identity, community, and well-being among 

students. 

In conclusion, the strategies proposed for providing the best education in small places underscore the 

importance of a holistic and community-centric approach. By intertwining place-based education, the 

establishment of small museums, and support services for postpartum mothers, the aim is to create a dynamic 

educational environment that is not only academically enriching but also culturally relevant and socially 

supportive. 

These strategies recognize the significance of local contexts, acknowledging that education goes beyond 

textbooks and classrooms. The emphasis on community connection, preservation of cultural heritage, and support 

for family well-being reflects a commitment to nurturing not just the intellectual growth but also the overall 

development of students. 

Successful implementation of these strategies necessitates collaboration among educators, community 

leaders, healthcare professionals, and other stakeholders. It requires sustained efforts, resource allocation, and a 

commitment to adaptability to cater to the evolving needs of small communities. 

In essence, the proposed strategies present a vision for education that is deeply rooted in the local fabric, 

responsive to community dynamics, and inclusive of diverse perspectives. Through these efforts, small places can 

aspire to offer an educational experience that not only equips students with knowledge and skills but also instills 

a sense of pride, belonging, and well-being within the community. 

Conclusion 

The strategies proposed for providing high-quality education in small places, as discussed in the 

conclusions, emphasize a comprehensive and community-centric approach. These strategies recognize the unique 

challenges faced by smaller communities and aim to create an educational environment that goes beyond 

traditional methods, focusing on cultural relevance, community connection, and overall well-being. 

The first set of strategies emphasizes a holistic view of education by intertwining place-based education, 

small museums, and support services for postpartum mothers. Place-based education, with its emphasis on 

connecting students to their local environment and community, seeks to instill a sense of belonging and relevance 

in their education. This approach recognizes that learning should extend beyond the confines of a classroom and 

incorporate the rich tapestry of the local community. 

The establishment of small museums and collections adds a tangible dimension to education, preserving 

local history and culture. These spaces serve as educational resources that not only provide a hands-on learning 

experience but also address societal issues and contribute to community development. This strategy underscores 

the importance of acknowledging and preserving the unique cultural heritage of small places. 

Additionally, providing counseling and support for postpartum mothers is a forward-thinking strategy that 

recognizes the interconnectedness of family dynamics and education. By addressing postpartum blues and 

supporting maternal well-being, this strategy acknowledges that a supportive home environment is integral to a 

child's educational journey. It emphasizes the importance of holistic well-being in the overall success of 

educational initiatives. 

The second set of strategies focuses on best practices for high-quality education in small places, 

emphasizing a holistic and collaborative approach. These practices encompass creating real-life learning 
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environments, aligning curriculum with labor market needs, offering specialized classes, prioritizing well-trained 

teachers, fostering safe and inclusive environments, and incorporating innovative approaches. 

The emphasis on real-life learning environments and an up-to-date curriculum highlights the need for 

practical application and relevance in education. This approach ensures that students are equipped with the skills 

and knowledge needed in the current job market. Specialized classes cater to individual interests, allowing for a 

more personalized and engaging learning experience. 

Prioritizing well-trained teachers and child-centered teaching approaches underscores the importance of 

effective pedagogy. It acknowledges that the quality of teaching plays a pivotal role in shaping the educational 

experience. Moreover, fostering safe and inclusive environments, gender sensitivity, and incorporating innovative 

approaches contribute to a well-rounded and equitable education. 

In both sets of strategies, collaboration emerges as a common theme. Successful implementation requires 

the collective efforts of educators, community leaders, healthcare professionals, and policymakers. Overcoming 

challenges such as limited resources, resistance to change, and the need for continuous adaptation is crucial for the 

sustained success of these initiatives. 

In essence, the conclusions highlight a shared vision for education in small places—a vision that prioritizes 

community engagement, cultural relevance, and the well-being of students and their families. By embracing these 

strategies, small places can pave the way for an educational experience that not only imparts knowledge but also 

fosters a sense of pride, belonging, and holistic development within the community. 
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